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W ITH the present number, Volume XIV of the TRINITY TABLET comes to an 
end, and the present board of editors retire. 
Yet we do not intend to indulge in any 
elaborate valedictory. We lay aside our 
goose-quills, wipe the mucilage off our 
scissors, pack up our dictionary and clear out. 
Hardly a man, we venture to say, outside of 
the College proper, will know that there has 
been any change whatsoever in the manage-
ment of the paper. The TAB LET board is 
dead-Long live the TABLET board! And as 
we lay aside our pens, for the last time as 
editors of the TABLET, it is with the hope 
that it may follow the bright and shining ex-
ample of the green bay tree, and flourish 
forever as a paper devoted to the interests of 
the students and an exponent of fair, honest, 
manly sentiments. 
'THERE are three classes whose opinion, 
to a greater or less extent, a college paper 
must consult and whom it must endeavor to 
interest. Of course the men in college come . 
first. It is their paper, and naturally the first 
consideration is for them. Next, there is the 
college world ; and although it is almost be-
yond the range of human ability to please the 
noble army of college editors-of various 
shades, minds, races, colors and previous con-
ditions of servitude, yet it is possible to 
gain a reputation for good taste, sound judg-
ment, and clear and forcible language. Third-
ly there is the b_ody of alumni, men who are 
greatly interested in the progress of the col-
lege and who, are to a large extent, dependent 
on the college paper for their information as 
to its condition. 
We have felt that it was principally to her 
graduates that Trinity must look for support; 
and that most of those changes in the man-
agement of affairs which time renders neces-
sary, must come through the influence of 
men who have been out in the world and 
who see the dangers resulting from a conserv-
atism which is in reality nothing but slug-
gishness, and a policy which is based in some 
measure on narrowmindedness and a want of 
sympathy with the spirit of progress. The 
faculty are as firmly tied down by the statutes 
of the college as the students are by the 
rules of the faculty. The trustees have the 
property of the college in their hands, and 
unless they can be made to realize the neces-
sity for some change in the mode of govern-
ment and the folly of holding to a man or a 
policy simply because it is old-in short, un-
less they can be made to slip out of the nar-
row rut into which they drifted many years 
ago, and look beyond the horizon of their 
own antique prejudices, Trinity wil1 not make 
the slightest advance in popularity or pros-
perity. 
We have endeavored, in publishing a paper 
that should represent the students, to repre-
sent at the same time the college to the 
• 
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alumni. We have not hesitated to criticise 
either the faculty or the students. We have 
tried to correct abuses by plain language, no 
matter whom it might _ hit. We have never 
growled for the pleasure of hearing ourselves 
make a noise. Naturally it has hapµened 
that some things have appeared in the 
TAB LET which we regretted afterwards. Of-
ten times language has been used which sober 
second thought has condemned as unneces-
sarily critical and • severe. But we have al-
ways been earnest and sincere. Consequent-
ly when we find from the large number of 
congratulatory letters received from the 
alumni-from the great interest manifested 
in the paper and the increased subscription 
list, that the general course of the TABLET 
has been sustained, we cannot but feel a cer-
tain amount of pride and satisfaction. We 
feel that our efforts have not been wholly 
unappreciated. 
THE petition of the Senior Class for a 
new arrangement of the Commencement 
programme has been granted by the Faculty. 
The number of speakers hereafter will be not 
less than five and not more than seven, all 
except the first three to be chosen by 
competition before a committee of the Faculty 
appointed for the purpose. We could have 
wished that the number of orators had been 
still more contracted, but the new arrange-
ment is a great advance on the old plan. 
With the exception of the first three, who 
will be selected by superiority of scholarship, 
the appointments will depend on excellence 
in speaking. In this manner we will be 
assured of having the best orations of which 
the class is capable. The shortrning of the 
programme will make it less tiresome to the 
audience than in previous years, and as a 
consequence more interest will be manifested 
in our graduation exercises. 
THOSE who attended the concert given 
by the Yale Glee Club, at the Opera 
House, a few days ago, were well repaid for 
going. The singing was excellent and the 
whole concert was carried on in a satisfactory 
manner. Why is it that no glee club has 
been formed at Trinity this winter? Surely 
there are plenty of men in G:ollege who pos-
sess excellent voices, and who would be only 
too glad to join an organization of this kind. 
Two years ago we had a good glee club. 
They gave several concerts and the club was a 
credit to the College, but this year, for some 
unaccountable reason, no leader has beeo 
selected and no interest seems to be taken io 
forming a glee club. Some claim, it is true,. 
that the orchestra takes the place of this 
organization, but why can we not have both? 
The last glee club was not on the whole a 
succes·s in a financial way, simply through a 
lack of management. If the upper-class 
men, and particular the Juniors, since most 
of the musical talent seems to be in that 
class, would only interest themselves in this 
matter and make ~ome effort towards organ-
izing a glee club, we feel sure that the rest of 
the College would heartily support them. It 
is, of course, too late to think of getting up, 
a club this term, as only a very few days re- · 
main before the close of the term, and these 
days will be occupied with examinati6ns, but 
let us upon our return use every effort to re-
vive the interest in singing. If this is done,. 
we may feel confident that a glee club would 
be a success. 
THE Columbia Spectator in speaking of 
Prof. Freeman's historical lecture at 
Cornell, advocates the system of lectures by 
well known men, outside of the college 
authorities and instructors. This is a course 
which we should like to see adopted at 
Trinity. It cannot fail to be an advantageous 
one, and we think such lectures would be 
well attended, and a source of great interest 
to the students. There are many subjects. 
not strictly connected with the regular courser 
which are of practical utility to the college-
man. The few lectures we now have, deliver-
ed by the Faculty, are much appreciatedr 
and if these could be added to by outside 
talent, the result would undoubtedly be 
greatly to our edification. We might have 
a series of lectures on travel, recent discover-
ies, national finances, and such subjects 
as are merely incidental, but nevertheless 
instructive and entertaining. Such subjects 
might be placed before us in a much more 
pleasing manner, and more forcibly brought 
to our notice by eminent speakers and 
scholars, than by our general reading. We 
would therefore earnestly suggest this plan 
to the authorities of the college. 
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T HE Business Editor requests th_at all sub-scriptions be paid at once. This number 
ends the connection of the present manage-
ment with the TABLET, and he desires to close 
the accounts promptly at the end of this 
:term. 
T HE Ivy board for the present year has been appointed, and the members have 
already begun their labors. It is to be hoped 
that they will endeavor to issue the Ivy at an 
earlier date than has been customary in the 
last few years. It seems as though this 
publication was always a little backward_ in 
its appearance. In many colleges, publica-
tions of this kind are issued during the Fall 
term. Though there are reasons perhaps 
why the Ivy should be delay~d until Sprin~, 
nevertheless it should be· issued early 111 
the term, before it has become antiquated 
through expectation. Let the class of_ '83 
endeavor to improve on the boards of prevtons 
years in regard to the date of issue. 
T HE plan proposed in the last number of the TABLET by which the Dining Hall 
could be opened in January on our return, 
has apparently received its quietus, for a 
time at least. We can not but regret this, 
though there may be reasons for it not appa-
rent to us. We do not believe the plan was 
fully understood. We do not wonder, how-
ever, as it was not entirely completed at the 
time of its mention in the last TABLET. 
Since that time, however, it has been worked 
up in all its details and now is or was ready 
for being put to the trial. We will briefly 
state again the several principal features. It 
provided that the Dining Hall should be re-
-opened by the consent and approval of the 
College authorities and to · a certai 11 extent 
made their care. They were to appoint a 
representative who should call together a 
committee of the students, and this com-
mittee, with him as head, .should manage the 
Hall. It further provided for the payment 
by the Parents or Guardians by "at sight" 
drafts to be drawn in advance for at least two 
weeks' board. This to be done by the Treas-
urer of the College who was also to pay the 
-steward at the end of each week. These two 
features, which were never embodied in any 
-of the previous plans for running the Com-
mons, together with several details of minor 
importance as to the duties of steward and 
committee, comprised the whole plan. Care 
was taken in getting up the plan to avoid in-
serting any clause which could involve the 
College authorities financially or otherwise in 
any contingency whatever. The position they 
would hold would be simply one of counte-
nancing and assisting the efforts of others in 
sucl; a way as would insure stability without 
actual interference except so far as to lend 
their name to the financial management of it 
to the extent of drawing the drafts from the 
parents. This was expected of them, as it 
was necessary to have the name of some 
responsible person-as- the Treasurer- in 
order to give confidence to the parents that 
their money went into safe hands. This could 
not, however, hold the Treasurer responsible 
for debts contracted by the Hall, as they 
would belong to the steward. This was to 
be fully understood. The matter was laid 
before the Executive Committee of the Trus-
tees, but has not met with their endorsement. 
Consequently, it must rest here, for the time 
at least, as their approval was necessary to 
the success of this particular move. The 
result of this attempt, which has been made 
in all sincerity and after much thought and 
care, is very discouraging to those interested 
in its success. 
It is to be hoped that an opportunity for 
testing this plan can yet be obtained, though 
a most favorable time for doing so has been 
lost by the delay and lukewarmness of the 
.Executive Committee of the Trustees, who 
could have made the attempt a success by 
taking hold of it energetically and placing it 
on a firm footing. It is just this failure on 
the part of the College Government to take 
advantage of such an opportunity of doing a 
popular thing, that gives rise to the com-
plaints that are heard so much among those 
interested in the welfare of the College. We 
do not think that our criticism is out of place 
or unjust. We are in a position to know of 
the workings of matters like these better than 
our Alumni, and we do no more than our 
plain duty in putting t~1e matter before them 
in this way, as none are _more concerned than 
they in all that pertains to the College. 
THE office of the TAB LET will no longer 
be at 6 Jarvis Hall. That apartment will 
hereafter be used for other purposes, and 
the paraphernalia has been removed. 
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THE YEAR 1881. 
It has become the custom during the last 
three years, that the last num her of THE 
TABLET issued by each board of editors shall 
contain a cartoon, bringing into prominence 
the principal events of the year which has 
elapsed during their management. 
We have, therefore, in this our last num-
ber, done our share towards continuing this 
custom, with the kind assistance of a member 
of the Junior Class who has certainly done 
himself justice. 
The center-piece of the picture is 8. sketch 
of the statue of Bishop Brownell, which has 
lately been erected in front of the buildings 
and which adds so much to our formerly 
rather uninteresting campus. 
In the left hand ivy leaf is Northam Hall, 
now nearly completed, and making _the 
buildings as they stan .. d a thing to be very 
proud of We sincerely hope that the time 
is not far off when the quadrangle will be a 
reality instead of a name. 
In the r(:maining leaf is a remembrance of 
the same noble benefactor, whose name Trinity 
will always hold in grateful remembrance. 
At the bottom of the picture is the College 
orchestra, conspicuous for quality rather than 
quantity, and who have just given a most de-
lightful entertainment under their able leader. 
To the left is one of those mo1ceauz which 
adds much to our comfort, and make us 
so nearly forget the many weary tramps up 
Vernon street. Directly under this a spirited 
game of tennis is in progress, perhaps one of 
games in the Autumn contest. 
Above it is a picture that brings up many 
tender and pleasant recollections, for to whom 
do we owe so much of the enjoyment of our 
College course as to the young ladies of 
Hartford. Many a good time have they 
given us, and there are few of us who will 
not look back on happy hours which we here 
spent in their presence as the happiest of our 
College life. 
At the top of the picture is a trial of ana-
lytics when, under Judge Kurtz, that bugbear 
of all bugbears doubtless received its due re-
ward. We fear that the picture will hardly 
suggest pleasant memories to the present 
Sophomores, who have not yet escaped from 
its dreaded toils. 
Below this scene of justice, we see one of 
the acts in the Frog Opera. The famous cats 
are evidently thinking of the rare repast in 
prospect. The likeness is perfect and rc::calls 
to our minds many a jolly time spent at the 
rehearsals, and to some of us an especiallv 
pleasant evening at the opera house. " 
To the right of this life-like sketch we 
have depicted tllat which recalls to at least 
three of the classes mingled memories of 
nervousness, vaccination and delight, undoubt-
edly a queer mixture; but if we could es-
cape with as little harm as we did last 
spring, there are but few of us who would 
mind having a repetition of the enforced re-
cess, when the trout brooks were full of fish,. 
and the time of year just that when one can 
most enjoy a holiday. 
In another place we have the last event of the 
day-the foot- ball match between the Fresh-
men of Trinity and Wesleyan, which was 
nipped in the bud by the president of Wes-
leyan sending his bad boys, who had played 
hookey, in to study. The Freshmen certainly 
deserve credit for having attempted, we hope 
not in vain, to retrieve the fallen fortunes of 
Trinity's athletics. 
From the number of bats, base-balls,. and 
cricket and other implements -of war which are 
scattere? . around the cartoon, one may see 
that Trinity men have not entirely foruutten 
one of the objects of College life. b 
Hoping that the future years may bring as. 
good luck_ to the College as have the past-they 
can certamly not be much more eventful-
we leave the future of THE TABLET in other 
hands. 
A PSEUDO-SCIENCE. 
We were sitting around in my room the 
other afternoon-a lot of us Seniors that is-· _ 
talking over the class day appointments 
about which, of course, there seemed to be~ 
wonderful unanimity of opinion, when a 
measu~ed tread was heard corning slowly up 
the stairs. 
I hang out on the third floor myself; and 
as the possessor of the measured tread 
knocked first at one door and then at the 
other on the floor below, and having n!ceived 
no answer, continued his perilous ascent we 
began to wonder who it could be. ' 
" ·Apples,'" I said, 11 I'll bet a trade dollar 
it's I Apples.' " 
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"Snick, or I'm a deader," exclaimed Jack "Well, gentlemen," the Professor began, 
Hazelton, as he took his feet off the piano. feeling my head as though he were a dray-
" Snick nothing," cried my ch-um, "it's man's barber about to shampoo it, "we will 
the Chef d' Oeuvre man. I owe him four consider first the intellectual faculties: Indi-
dollars and a quarter. Let me in the closet." viduality, Eventuality, Ideality, Causality, 
" Come in," I said, in answer to an insinu- &c. You are rather deficient, sir, in the use 
ating knock, and in walked a small wiry fig- of language; your style is dry and barren, 
ure with a little yellow, sandy goatee hitched and as a writer you would not be likely to 
to his chin, the top of his head resembling succeed. You learn with difficulty and seldom 
the summit of Uncle Edward's cranium, and get the right idea from what you read. As 
a smile so winsome and persuasive that I was regards Causality, your planning and reason-
immediately thawed out of my frigidity and ing ability depend greatly upon the influence 
told him to help himself to a sofa. of other organs. It is deficient rather than 
"My name is Professor Hawk," exclaimed well developed." 
the wiry figure in tones half way between "I see," said my chum, who, by the way, 
a bourdon and a bassoon. " I've called to doesn't know a concept from a syllogism, or an 
see whether some of you young gentlemen intuition from either, "you mean that he is 
are not interested in the science of Phren- dumb-that's nothing new-why he don't 
ology or Physiognomy. It is a system of even know enough to get through one of Dr. 
Mental Philosophy founded on the Physiol- John's examinations." 
ogy of the brain ; Mental manifestation de- "Rather small there/' continued the Pro-
pending, primarily, on the size of the brain, fessor, seeing that I was beginning to feel a 
and organically"-"Good enough! there's little uncomfortable, "small there, but large 
your man," said Jack, pointing to me, "han- Destructiveness and large Alimentiveness. 
die him with care and tell us all you know You live to eat rather than eat to live, follow-
about him." ing after the Mollusca whose god is their-" 
Now generally, I am pretty dumb on my "I say," put in my chum again, "what 
own merits-as somebody has said all modest about his wife ? give him a point or two to 
men are. -But here was an opportunity of help him in the selection of a sharer of his 
having my intellectual capacities and elevated joys and sorrows. Tall and bony, short and 
tastes made known to the world without any plump, which shall it be ? Give him a good 
effort of mine. I determined to embrace it; one now." 
so I seated myself complacently in an arm "Well, gentlemen, this person is very cold 
chair and resigned myself to the tactual per- and indifferent towards the other sex." 
ceptions of Professor Hawk. I acknowledge ("come off," said Jack.) "He has neither the 
I did feel some little satisfaction at the pros- desire nor the ability to win their love. He 
pect of having the Prof. remove the bushel should by all means cultivate an affection, 
from around my intellectual light, so that it and concentrate it on one particular girl-a 
might shine before these sceptical Seniors as plump brunette would probably suit him 
brightly as it did to me. Although I am too best." 
slightly built and too delicate to take much " Mrs. Harr--" 
part in athletic sports, I am something of a " Dry up, Hazelton,'' said my chum, who 
society man, and flatter myself that my vast drops into church occasionally, "dry up ; 
erudition and literary abilities have ma<le no there might be a Freshman around." 
small impression on the other sex. As a "Is that all," I exclaimed in a meek voice. 
matter of fact, I wrote all those brilliant liter- I wasn't stepping quite as high as I was when 
ary articles in '81's TABLET. I was the un- I sat down. 
known author of that little gem which ap- " Oh, no; there are several faculties I 
peared in the Waverly Magaz-Z:ne last sum- haven't touched as yet.'' 
mer, entitled "The History of a Sponge- "I'd like to put him on to the College Fae-
An Autobiography." And I was even ac- ulty," remarked a Senior who had just come 
cused of being an editor of the :Jug; al- into the room, "if he could give a satisfac-
though I must say that this was a compliment tory account of it, he might take it along 
which commended itself to my vanity rather with him." 
than to my better judgment. "Your Digestion is good and you have a 
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strong relish for food ; you can tackle board-
ing-house hash with reckless impunity.'' 
"Right you are, my friend," said the new-
comer ; "you should observe his teeth as they 
cut through pie-crust. He's a bad man to 
play with pie." 
"Acquisitiveness, small, have more talent 
for spending than for getting; wasteful, ex-
travagant and idle, and you will probably al-
ways be poor. Firmness you had better cul-
tivate. You are fitful and fickle, bending to 
the breeze of popular opinion; like a weather-
vane, shifting with the slightest variation of 
surrounding circumstances." 
IV. 
With drooping head and gloomy tread 
They silent march within; 
No wish to pray, these men display, 
No penitence for sin. 
v. 
They take their seats ; in measured beats 
The Chaplain 's voice is heard, 
ls heard I say? Ah nay, Ah nay ! 
None listen to his word. 
VI. 
And some proceed their books to read, 
And some a noise to make, 
While all do shun the eye of one 
"Anything more," sounded a mild voice 
from the chair in which I was sitting? Any- ' 
thing more you would like say about me? 
Don't spare my feelings in the least, I beg of 
you." 
Who surveillance doth take. 
vu. 
Then out they march, 'neath sculptured arch; 
They reach the open air ; 
And there they stand an angry band, 
All loth such shams to bear. "Nearly through, my friend. In mental 
temperament you are greatly lacking; no 
real love for literature; you would probably 
fall asleep over a good book ; slow to com-
prehend; can't take a joke." " No," I said, 
jumping from the chair, a glimmer of intelli-
gence coming over me as I saw a handker-
chief half way down my chum's throat, and 
the other fellows nearly strangling over in 
one corner, " I don't believe I can. I guess 
that will do for this afternoon, Half a dollar 
is it? Good evening, sir. Jack," I said as 
the Professor bowed himself out with a grin, 
"Jack, you villain, you did that. How much 
did it cost you ? I am beginning to feel bet-
ter. I guess I can take a joke after all. This 
time the drinks will have to be on me. 
EVENING CHAPEL. 
I, 
A statue stands on College lands, 
And points to College walls ; 
Alike 'it looks on quiet nooks, 
And noisy lecture halls. 
II. 
I dare not sing of every thing 
That statue sees and hears; 
But one sad sight, night after night, 
Nigh moves that stone to tears. 
III. 
The chapel bell prolongs its knell, 
The organ's peal rings out, 
The sad and gay are called away 
From what they are about. 
VIII. 
0 statue dumb, who late hath come 
Our Campus to adorn-
Who look'st so grand, with outstretched hand, 
And vestments proudly worn : 
IX. 
If thou could'st move, with one strong shove, 
The arm that's fastened there, 
Thou'd sweep it low, this senseless show, 
This surfeiting of prayer ! 
X 
0 if thou'd plant thy foot aslant 
Some wrongs we now endure, 
There is no doubt thou'd crush them out, 
And find for us a cure ! 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
[Communications upon current topics are invited for this 
column. It is expected that they shall be written in a 
courteous tone. The writers full name, as well as his nom 
de plume, must accompany the article. The editors do not 
necessarily approve the opinions expressed.] 
To the Ed£tors of the Tablet : 
The editorial which appeared in the last 
number of THE TABLET on the subject of 
compulsory chapel services, having attracted 
the notice of one of the faculty, he drew my 
attention to a small pamphlet, of which he 
gave me a copy, entitled the " Statutes of 
Trinity College," I was told that on matric-
ulation I had received a copy of these statutes, 
but if so the fact had entirely slipped from 
my memory. 
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On looking over them I find that you have 
been in a certam degree unjust in blaming 
the faculty for forcing us to go to chapel an 
unreasonable number of times, unreasonable 
certainly to any except those imbued with a 
spirit of mediaeval asceticism. 
Title IV., Section 6 of the Statutes reads 
as follows: "The faculty may make such 
rules and by-laws as they may choose, for their 
own guidance and the administration of the 
college; provided such rules and laws do· not 
conflict with the charter or Statutes; " again 
Title XI., Section 3, reads as follows : 
"The officers and students slzall attend 
morning and evening service in the chapel." 
Certain words have been italicised to make 
the argument clearer. 
The rule of the faculty as to chapel absences 
reads somewhat as follows : " Daily morning 
prayer in the chapel is at 8 o'clock through--
out the year; daily evening prayer is at 5,40 
o'clock. Students are allowed three absences 
a week from prayers on any days they may 
prefer." 
Two things are evident after reading these 
rules: first, the faculty have not the power to 
make the last rule, as it is in direct opposition 
to Title X.I., Section 3 of the Statutes. Sec-
ondly, no member of the faculty has any 
more right to absent himself from chapel than 
a student has, according to the same statute. 
The faculty would resort to very strong 
measures should the students claim that right 
which the majority of the faculty claim, of 
absenting themselves from any or all of the 
chapel services. 
I do not see why the students cannot logic-
ally and rightfully demand that either Title 
XI., Section 3 of the Statutes be done away 
with, or that the members of the faculty be 
, compelled to observe it as well as the stu-
dents. 
That there are certain members of the fac-
ulty who do all in their power. to prevent any 
liberal movement as regards compulsory 
chapels being passed by the faculty, is evident 
to all the students. 
If they are aiming at an inci:ease of reli-
gious feeling, and a higher code of college 
morals, they are doing · their very best to 
thwart, it seems to me, the object they are 
aiming at. 
The three things in Trinity College, para• 
doxical as it may seem, which have the worst 
effect morally on the students are the favorite 
rules of action of the faculty, namely: that of 
forcing the students to criminate themselves 
or their fellow students, the system of offering 
a high reward for lying in the case of absence 
from morning prayer on Sunday, and, above 
all, forcing us to attend whether we wish or 
no, hypocritically or no, in the vast majority 
of cases to save three marks, ten compulsory 
chapels a week. 
Could any more injurious means be used 
to totally undermine all moral and religious 
feelings which the students have when they 
come to Trinity as freshmen, mere boys to 
be influenced by every and the slightest 
causes? 
Is it to be expected that, after having been 
forced for four years to attend more religious 
services than they are equal to, they should 
leave Trinity with anything but contempt 
for what ought to be very sacred things, and 
with associations as regards religious services-
in general and the church service in particular, 
which are far from being pleasant? 
The same abuse also puts the college in a 
false light; it is the cause of the almost uni-
versal opinion that it is a preparatory school 
to a theological seminary, and that none but 
those who intend to study for Holy Orders 
ever enter its classes. 
It will be the happiest day for undergrad-
uates and many graduates when this burden 
is taken from the shoulders of Trinity men. 
w. 
To the Editors of the Tablet : 
I beg leave to draw attention to the report 
of the Missionary Society in the columns of 
your last issue. 
It is with great satisfaction that we see 
raised more than half the amount of our 
promise to St. Joh n's College in China; and 
this result has been brought about mainly 
during the past year by the exertions of a 
few zealous men and the kind co-operation 
of the rest. But for the effort we should 
have nothing like this result. 
As a College we feel our honor to be at 
stake; we also know that our gift is wanted; 
therefore we wish to send, as speedily as pos-
sible, this tangible expression of our good 
will, and of our desire to help to a struggling 
light in a dark place-a light which may yet 
be to many men a beacon set on a hill. 
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I suggest that we bear in mind, during our 
recess at our homes, this gift from our Col-
lege to St. John's, so that we may return 
with the ability and the earnest wish of doing 
much to complete the $500, and thus fulfill 
our pledge. J. H. McC. 
COLLEGE AND CAMPUS. 
EXAM IN AT IONS. 
On Saturday, D ec. I 7th the regular Christ-
mas examinations commence, and last until 
the 23d when the vacation of three weeks 
begins. 
Ml SIONARY SOC IETY. 
At a late meeting of this society Messrs. 
Short, Hamilton, Beach, Ingersoll and Rich-
ardson were appointed a commitiee to take in 
charge Trinity College Scholarship Fund for 
St. Joh n's College, China. 
TABLET BOARD. 
At a meeting of the TABLET Board of '83, 
held lately, G. Green was elected Managing 
Editor and M. L. Cowl, Business Editor. The 
board consists of Messrs. Green, Beach, Bur-
ton, Cowl, Ingersoll and Sexton. 
IVY BOARD. 
The IVY Board of '83 consists of Messrs. 
J. Carter, Roosevelt, Wright, Golden and 
Thompson. They have elected Mr. Roose-
velt Managing Editor. They propose issuing 
the IVY at an early date and have already 
commenced work. 
GYMNASIUM. 
Some much needed repairs have been made 
in the gymnasium. New pulley weights have 
been procured, such apertures as invited the 
entrance of cold air have been closed up and 
the building is ready for use. A number of 
students now exercise there daily. 
ALGEBRA PRIZE EXAMINATION. 
On Saturday; Dec. 3d, the Prize Exami-
nation in Algebra, open to all members of 
the Freshman class, was held in 22 J. H. 
The prize is twenty dollars in money. There 
were four contestants, Messrs. Humphrey, 
Loomis, Giesey and Thorne. The result will 
be announced at the end of the term. 
SENIOR THEMES. 
The following subjects have be~n assigned 
to the Seniors for their themes this month : 
I. Theories of Sense Perception. 2. A 15use 
of the /Esthetic Idea. 3. Communication of 
Mind with Mind. 4. Relation of Mind to 
Matter. The themes are to be handed in be-
fore the end of the term. 
LITERARY CLUB. 
A new club has been formed by several of 
the students for the discussion of literary 
subjects. Meetings are to be held regularly 
each week, and the members expect to de-
rive great benefit from the mutual inter-
change of ideas. None but those especially 
interested in books and reading are admitted. 
COLLEGE GERMAN. 
The second of the College Germans this 
year took place on Tuesday, Dec. 6. 
The leader ,;vas Mr. Dixon of Hartford. The 
music was excellent, being supplied by Bla-
sius of the Germania Orchestra. The enter-
tainment was a very successful one, the favors 
were handsome and numerous, and the stu-
dents may feel satisfied with their efforts. 
There will be probably four Germans before 
Lent. 
THE COLLEGE ORCHESTRA. 
On Friday evening, Dec. 2nd, the College 
orchestra under the leadership of Mr. Bur-
gwin, took part in a concert given for the 
benefit of St. John's Church. They opened 
the programme with :Journeyman's Farewell 
and Un Souvenir de Don Yuan, by Mozart. 
In Part II. they played Thur£ng£shes Volks-
Ned, and accompanied a quartette from the 
Glee Club, consisting of Messrs. Gould '82, 
and Burton, Short and Trowbridge, '83, in 
Gluck's Untreue. The music was exceedingly 
well rendered, especially the selections in 
Part II. Taking into consideration the 
fact that the Orchestra had been so lately or-
ganized and had played together a very few 
times, the liberal applause they received was 
well deserved. With practice and careful 
drill the Orchestra will undoubtedly reflect 
great credit on the College. 
CLASS DAY. 
On Tuesday, the I 5th, a meeting of the 
Senior class was held in the Chemical room, 
at which the appointments ·or the Nominating 
Committee for Class Day were ratified. They 
are: President-A. M. Young; Orator, Vi/. 
W. Webb; Poet-C. W. Coit; Presentation, 
C. Carpenter; Lemon Squeezer-C. S. Cole-
man; Epilogue, C. A. Hamilton. The com-
THE TRINITY TABLET. 
mittees are: Class-Gowen Chmn., Watson, 
Brewer, Henderson, Gould. Lemon Squeez-
er, Appleton Chmn., Reinman, Barto, Bur 
gwin, Shipman. Invitation-Sheldon Ckmn., 
Holden, Mclvor, Webb, Howell. Reception 
-C. Carter Ch1n1i., Bohlen, Brewer, Hoft~ 
Webb. Supper- Hotchkiss Chmn., B. Car-
ter, Linsley, Hoff, Appleton. Music-Bur-
gwin Chmn., Reineman, Young, Hotchkiss, 
Coit, Ball. Photograph-Holden, Chmn., Mc-
Cracken, C. Carter, Sheldon, Shipman. Fi-
nance--Howell Chmn., Hamilton, Strong, 
Gowen, Gould. Messrs. Burgwin and Ball 
were appointed a committee to investigate 
the advisability of bringing forward the mat-
ter of the College taking a place in the Col-
lege Song Book, to be published by a Mr. 
Brewer of Chicag9. 
COMMENCEMENT. 
Some time since the Seniors sent in a pe-
tition to the Faculty, asking that the number 
of speakers at Commencement be limited 
to five, who should be the Valedictorian, the 
Salutatorian and the three successful candi-
dates in a competitive declamation. During 
the past week an ap-swer has been handed to 
the secretary of the class, which reads as fol-
lows: " All the students in a class, the ag-
gregate of whose marks for the entire course 
is to the maximum attainable in the ratio of 
at least 7 ¾ to IO, will receive appointments 
for Commencement; and their names will be 
printed upon the programme in the order of 
their standing. The first three appointments, 
to speak at Commencement will be given ac-
-cording to the aggregate of marks in the en-
tire college course. Not less than two or 
more than fo.ur other speakers will be selected 
after competition before a special committee of 
the Faculty; those members of the class being 
eligible who,besides receiving appointments for 
Commencement, have attained a mark of 7¾ 
on the Theme-Writing of the course and a 
mark of 9 on the Graduating Oration." This 
.virtually was the aim of the petition of the 
class and does away with the weariness of a 
too protracted programme, as well as secur-
ing the best oratorical talent in the class. 
DOINGS AT OTHER COLLEGES. 
COLUMBIA, 
This seems to be a year of enormous be-
quests to educational institutions. The late 
Stephen Whitney Phcen~x, of the Class of 
'59, left the College $600,000, in addition to 
an exceedingly valuable collection of books. 
Mr. Phcenix imposed no condition upon his 
gift, though signifying a wish that it should 
be devoted to the building of a physical labo-
ratory and another for original chemical re-
search. 
The professors and students are negotiating 
for the establishment of a college lunch room. 
CORNELL. 
The University is in an exceedingly pros-
perous financial condition and bids fair to be-
come the richest of all our colleges. It 
recently received a bequest of $250,000, and 
has also lately realized nearly half a million 
dollars from a partial sale of Wes tern lands 
granted it by Congress. Of this grant there 
are still 300,000 acres unsold, and 240,000 of 
it are covered with valuable pine timber. A 
low estimate places the value of this enormous 
tract at ·$2,500,000. These funds are not 
tied up by special provisions, and can there-
fore be used where most needed. 
HARVARD. 
St. Paul's Society holds short <laily services 
in its rooms during Advent. . 
The Rev. Phillips Brooks has been officiating 
lately at morning prayers, and both officers 
and students express much satisfaction with 
his work among them. :Qr. Brooks introduced 
the Oxford gown,-an innovation at Harvard. 
The Echo gives the following six as the 
Harvard eight: C. P. Curtis, E. A. S. Clarke, 
R. C. Perkins, Bryant, King and Hammond, 
captain. 
The College press complains of an unusual 
lack of interest in boating, and of short sub-
scriptions to the University eleven. 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
The Class of '84 in the University of Penn-
sylvania has extended an invitation to all 
members of · the University to attend the 
annu<i;l Cremation ceremonies. This is a step 
in the right direction, and will prevent a re-
currence of the disgraceful fracases that have 
sometimes attended the event in the past. 
Professor Robert E. Thompson is said to 
be the only professor of Political Economy in 
any American college that is opposed to free 
trade. 
Provost Pepper is the youngest college 
president in the country. His age is 38. 
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This probably accounts for the substantial pro-
gre!?siveness of the University. 
YALE. 
Yale has 1,042 students. 
Dr. E. A. Freeman, the celebrated histo-
rian, is delivering a course of lectures that are 
largely attended. 
Lady friends of the Athletic Association 
have offered to present the navy with cases 
suitable for keeping its flags in public view. 
The offer has been acceptP.d, and the cases 
are to be placed in Alumni Hall. 
The welcome rumor that all students having 
above a certain average were to be excused 
from annuals turned out to be false. The 
Faculty had not even considered the subject. 
MISCELLAN EO US. 
The scholastic Brunonian has a bad attack 
of the " Mortar-board" craze. He is now 
winning the enthusiastic plaudits of boot-
blacks and hoodlums, and the contemptuous 
smiles of most sensible peopl e. Or, perhaps, 
its only the Freshman that is afflicted. Fresh-
men generally like to be conspicuous, and the 
pedantic Freshman likes to be " early Eng-
lish " most of all things. 
Four Egyptians have entered Illinois Col-
lege this year, and four Choctaws, Roanoke. 
Mor~ than 9,000 American students are 
now studying in German universities. 
Williams' Freshmen have started a debating 
society named in honor of President Carter. 
PERSONALS. 
. (It is particularly desired that the Alumni furnish us 
with all items of interest that may come to their knowledge, 
concerning every one who has bee!1 connected with the 
College.] 
BEARDSLEY, '32. The Rev. E. E. Beardsley, 
D. D,, LL D., has been re-elected President of 
the New Ha".'en Colony Historical Society. 
DAVIES, '60. William G. Davies, of New York 
City, has been chosen Treasurer of the Church 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the 
Jews. 
PRESCOTT, '44. The address of the Rev. 0. 
S. Prescott is Clergy House, 22 Staniford Street, 
Boston, Mass. 
MINER, '46. The Rev. N. W. Miner, D. D ., 
of Trenton, N. J., letcured at the First Baptist 
Church in this city, on the 13th inst. on "Per-
sonal Reminiscences of President Lincoln." 
YouNG, _'82. A. M. Young has changed his 
place of residense from New York City to Utica, 
in Oneida County. 
OBITUARY. 
JOHNSON, '58. Mr. Samuel Warren John-
son, of New York, accidentally shot himself in 
the foot, one day last week, while gunning on 
Long Island. He was brought to the city on 
a special train in order to receive p.rornpt 
medical attention, and although amputation 
was found to be necessary, it was thought at 
first that he would recover. But a suddeo 
reaction set in and he died at the Everett 
House on Tuesday morning, December I 3th. 
He was in the forty-fourth year of his · age,. 
and resided lately at Wappingham Falls. 
EXCHANGES. 
The staid and substantial Harvard Advocate 
is before us, and is as interesting as ever. This 
Advocate has always had a fine reputation for 
excellence and seems perfectly competent to 
maintain it. One thing in particular is always. 
noticeable in its columns, and that is the great 
merit of its poetry, in comparison with that of 
other college pape~s. Indeed, an edition 
of the Advocate's verses was some time ago 
published by request, we believe, and met with 
a fair sale. The present number contains some 
very pretty verses in a '' Boating Song," which 
we feel belong to the highest order of under-
graduate poetry. The opening editorial on the 
"College Preacher" interests us. A new preach-
er seems to be appointed each month, and · Har-
vard has certainly been fortunate in securing 
such able men as Dr. Phillips Brooks and Dr. 
Hale to conduct its religious services. The 
Advocate says of the work of these two clergy-
men that, '' all agree that morning prayers have 
an influence which they d id not possess last 
year." There are also literary prose articles of 
the usual order,-neither very good nor very 
bad. But then, great novelists are not common 
among undergraduates. The local notes and 
articles are of interest to all concerned in the· 
life of a great university. 
The l:otumbia Spectator contains a very sen-
sible editorial on college lecturers, pointing to 
the wise action of President White, of Cornell, 
in securing the services of Dr. Freeman as a 
special lecturer and non.., resident professor. 
The Spectator urges the management of Columbia 
to estaL>lish a course of lectures by well-known 
and able men, which shall be open to all under-
graduates as optionals. The number before us 
abo contains an interesting article on Travel in 
Russia, by a graduate, and a pretty severe com-
ment upon the recent playing of the Yale team. 
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We do not know whether the criticism is deserved 
or not, but , unhappily it only corroborates a too 
general opinion concerning the collective body 
of that college. It says : "The playing of the 
Yale team was marked for its brutality. There 
is sharp, hard playing, and there is playing which 
displays uncalled for and ungentlemanly rough-
ness." And then it goes on to specify by name 
certain players, whom the Spectator maintains 
to have been ' ' placed in unenviable prominence 
by the hisses of the spectators." Righ t or wrong, 
it is a great blunder, if nothing worse, to attack 
opponents, and especially successful opponents, 
in public print, and we shall not blame the Yale 
press for a pretty vigorous defence of the col-
lege's representatives. But the Spectator un-
fortunately contains a poem, "To Gussie," evi-
dently written by Gushie for the delectation of 
his unrealizable desires. The rhymes, we .believe, 
are correct, but ruby lips, kisses, nectar and 
more kisses are cloying. Still, this is better than 
the philosophic numbers of The B runonian, on 
"The Spirits of Autumn.' ' The poem opens 
with Summer wooing the gentle Spring, who, 
"veiled herself in verdant light " for the cere-
mony. Whereat, 
" The poplar blond her tresses shook, - the da, k locks 
of the pine 
Bent near ; in maiden friendship now their loving arms 
entwine." 
We may only remark that it would be exceeding-
ly interesting to a student of nature to know 
where the phenomenon occurs whence this 
figure is drawn. After various agonies the han-
diwork of Jack Frost is described and inspires 
the following ecstacy: 
"We gladly strive to make alive the lifeless things we see ; 
Expression then they have for men. We are. They seem 
to be.'' 
And we are, too, notwitl1standing a wrestle with 
the wonderful subtlety of thought contained in 
this couplet. And so we pass on to the forcible 
editorial on the suit brought by a Portland 
lawyer against eight students of Bowdoin Col-
lege, in the sum of $ro,ooo each, for recovery of 
d amages for injuries sustained by his son while 
being hazed. It is to be hoped, as the B runonian 
remarks, that this "last remnant of the old 
'fagging system ' " will meet the death it deserves. 
The victim almost lost the use of one eye and 
the case comes up for decision in the January 
term of the Supreme Court. The B runon£an 
rightly says: "Freshmen in some respects are 
entitled to even more consideration than upper-
classmen, because of their entire ignorance of 
college ways and doings." 
The WzlHams Athenceum contains a flattering 
tribute to Dr. Hopkins, the principal instructor 
of the senior course, on his return to Williams-
town, and a just testimonial of his great ability 
as an instructor. From beginning to end the 
Athenceum is well written and free from that 
immaturity of expression so common in college 
journals. It contains in the issue in question 
an "Ode to Greece," extremely beautiful, and 
deserving unqualified praise. We venture to 
quote the apostrophe : 
11 Primeval source of endless song ! 
Eternal powers to thee belong ; 
Each new delight of Homer's page, 
The praise of every future age, 
Shall weave a green. undying bloom 
To wreathe around thy lowly tomb. 
Though age on age its course has run, 
Thy glorious praise has just begun ; 
Still by thy death thou'st lived to be 
The Polar Star of Poetry." 
Were we to judge of the merits of college pa-
pers from the numbers now before us, we should 
unhesitatingly place the Athenaeum and the 
Advocate at the head of the list, from every 
consideration of style, brightness and typograph-
ical appearance. 
The Yale N ews comes regularly to hand and 
is always welcomed as a bright and interesting 
little daily, doing great credit to its college. 
The N ews ought to receive universal support 
from all Yale's undergraduates. 
PARTICLES. 
No fireworks in chapel to-night. 
Some fiend, dead to all sense of shame, 
or words to that effect, has been guilty of 
purloining and feloniously abstracting certain 
periodicals belongin g to the Reading Room. 
If the guilty wretch will only return them to 
their proper place, he will save himself from 
the danger an<l disgrace of being slu gged. 
"Victoria Woodhull is back again. The 
enthusiasm of her reception in England, 
according to her account, could only have 
been equaled by that of Daniel Pratt by the 
students of Trinity College, in I 8 52, "who 
were so glad to see me in Hartford," said 
Daniel, " that they overwhelmed me with 
their embraces, and got my hat clear down 
over my eyes." Hadford Times. 
The Bishop of the diocese made his regular 
Advent visitation to the College, on Sunday 
the I I th instant, and preached in the College 
Chapel. It has seldom been our lot to listen 
to a more inspiring discourse, and the interest 
displayed on every face testified to the power 
and sympathetic qualities of the preacher. 
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GREAT REJOICING! 
SIX CUTS FROM CHAPEL! 
HOW THE NEWS WAS RECEIVED. 
LIBERAL PARTY TRIUMPHANT. 
A MEASURE THAT WAS DISCUSSED FOR 
YEARS IS CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
THE BENEFIT IMMEDIATE. 
The TABLET was already in press when the 
announcement was made that the faculty had 
decided to allow the students six cuts a week 
from chapel. Hitherto there has been great 
dissatisfaction in college owing to the fact 
that the students were forced to devote more 
of their time to chapel than to any other 
branch of the curriculum. Since the break-
ing up of commons, and in consequence of 
the fact that much time is consumed in travel-
ling distances, varying from an eighth of a 
mile to a mile and three-quarters, for each 
meal, chapel has come to be regarded as 
rather a nuisance. Great impatience has 
been shown, and evening chapel of late has 
not been conducted as quietly as usual. The 
faculty have been discussing the matter at 
great length and have had all along, as now 
appears, the best interests of the students at 
heart. It is alleged that the recent disturb-
ances in evening chapel almost had the effect 
of frustrating their designs. The fiat of the 
faculty is as follows : " Every student shall 
be allowed six absences from chapel per week. 
Students must be present at four morning 
chapels. Two absen.ces may be taken in the 
morning or the evening a_s may be desired. 
For the rest, evening chapel will be volun-
tary. Six chapels then must be attended 
weekly- four in the morning and two either 
in the morning or evening." This action of 
the faculty will tend much to increase the 
confidence felt by the students in their in-
structors. 
IN THE SENIOR CLASS. 
The announcement when made to the Sen-
ior class by Dr. Bolton was greeted with 
round after round of applause. The class 
almost forgot their dignity, and lost for a 
while the calm demeanor which generally 
characterizes them. Dr. Bolton bas long 
been suspected of favoring student freedom 
from unnecessary vexations, and came in per-
sonally for a good share of the applause. 
IN THE JUNIOR CLASS 
The news when told to the Junior class was 
greeted by them in their usual manner. This 
class possess most of the musical talent in 
college and their hymns of thanksgiving rang 
from end to end of the long row of college 
buildings. The men at work on Northam 
Hall ceased from their labors and declared 
that they had never heard such spirited sing-
ing since they had been round college. 
IN THE SOPHOMORE CLASS. 
The Sophomore class have always been 
noted for their good fellowship, and one of 
their number immediately suggested an ad-
journment to the little restaurant over the hill, 
kept by Dora. Better counsels prevailed, 
however, and it was decided by the class to 
grace by their presence the first voluntary 
chapel of the season. 
IN THE FRESHMAN CLASS. 
The Freshmen at first decided to give a 
bon-fire which should excel all other bon-
fires in brightness; but they rem em be red 
that they had given a fire a few nights be-
fore, so they hit on another plan of action. 
FUTURE EDITORS. 
To future editors of the TABLET this de-
cision of the faculty bears a pregnant import 
For years and years the subject has been 
treated of in the college paper. The statis-
tics of other colleges in respect to the num-
ber of chapels required have been published, 
letter-s have come from the alumni from across 
the water, stating how the matter was managed 
in English colleges-indeed the subject is one 
on which whole generations of former editors 
have ground off their bitterness. And what 
will future editors do ? It is a matter on · 
which we greatly congratulate ourselves that, 
simultaneously with the finishing of the work 
of the present board of editors, one of the 
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citadels against which their attacks have been 
most vigorously directed, has fallen to the 
ground. May it never, never, be reconstructed l 
In closing, we must apologize for some of 
the bitterness displayed in the present num-
ber of the TABLET. We have turned a new 
leaf now, and on the face of it we see what 
before seemed inexplicable.to us. 
PARTICLES. 
A Senior lately spoke of coming out of 
church and standing in the lobby. He was 
not the man however who spoke of the con-
gregation as a "large and fashionable audi-
ence." That man was conditioned in piety. 
Trinity term opens with evening prayers 
on Thursday, January 12th. A large at-
tendance is requested as business of impor-
tance is to be transacted. 
There will be no more Germans given un-
til next term. As a large number of men 
have signified their desire to lead, there will 
probably be an increase in the usual number 
of Germans before Lent. 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop Coxe of Wes tern 
New York, who was Lecturer at the College 
during his rectorship at St. John's· Church, 
recently made his first visit to the new build-
ings. It was through his ki1~dness that 
Bishop Seabury's mitre was secured to grace 
our Library. 
Freshman loquitut : " George into Mat 
Hewin's said there was some fellers inq uir-
in' fur me." Fact I 
'' The Trinity men did not turn out very 
well for the concert Monday night."-Ya/e 
News. 
The nearness of examinations must be our 
excuse for this seeming discourtesy. Those 
who did attend the concert were much 
pleased with the affair. 
We clip the following from the Wesleyan 
paper: 
"The Trinity Freshmen do not seem over 
anxious to finish that game of foot-ball with 
our Freshman team. By the way, it may 
do no harm to say that we hear that the 
Trinity eleven claim a draw because the 
game was not finished. Certainly, if that 
affords the slightest comfort, call it a draw.,· 
but then the two goals and three touch-downs 
remain all the same." 
Polite, to say the least, considering that our 
Freshmen never thought of claiming a draw, 
in fact, they never thought of claiming any-
thing, but were only too glad to escape the 
dutches of Wesleyan's irascible head master. 
NOTES AND CLIPPINGS. 
Senator Blaine once closed a speech with a 
Greek quotation; and of the few Senators 
who heard it, only one understood it and he _ 
didn't know what it meant.-Hawkcye. 
A young man in a horse-car jumps up and 
reaches out his hand to a lady sitting oppo-
site-" Ah ! Mrs. --. Well, I forget your 
name, but how do you do ? " The lady an-
swers "I am well, sir, but I don't know you." 
The young man replies "I am Mr. -- ; 
haven't I met you somewhere ? Your face is 
certainly familiar." The lady much surprised 
says "No sir l my name is Lydia Pinkham.-
Vassar Misc. 
THE HARVARD ANNEX IN 1900.-ikfiss 
Martingale: "Say, Julia, old girl, you ought 
to go down to New Haven and back up the 
football team-you ought now really." 
Miss Basbleu : "Why, I think it is perfectly 
brutal! Last Fall those horrid Yale girls 
threw Tootie Peters right down flat on the 
·ground, and pinched Daisy Tompkins's arm 
so that it's been black and blue ever since.-
Lampoon. 
A Dublin newspaper contained the follow-
ing: "I hereby warn all persons from trusting 
my wife, Ellen Flanagan, on my account, as 
I am not married to her." Courant. 
"The university eight took a pull yester-
day morning.-Palladz"um. Prayers were 
held in the college chapel this morning."-
Yale News. 
THE TOLD SECRET. 
On:y last night-it was dark-the night 
Was blinded with star dust, the river ran cold, 
I struck him ... alone ! His face was white 
As the dead moon's is,-a ghastly sight ! 
I hid IT away where the rotten pier 
O'er juts the water black and cold. 
I laugh'd outright-I had little fear : 
. He was dead, my foe: I made good cheer ! 
Only last night ! He spoke no word ; 
He dreamt not of death alone i' the cold: 
Nobody listen'd. To-day a bird 
Whistles a catch lhat"the world has heard. 
-Crimson, 
